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THE RACE FOR CITY HALL 2001 / Racial
overtonessimmering as Election Day draws near

By JOHN WILLIAMS, Houston Chronicle Political Writer
Staff

The racial undercurrents in the city's first mayoral runoff between a black and a Hispanic are rising to
the surface as Saturday's election draws nearer.

In the past week, the campaigns of incumbent Lee Brown and City Councilman Orlando Sanchez have
complained that their opponents wrongly used race as an issue.

While both campaigns have been careful not to air TV commercials about racial differences, or bring up
the matter during public speaking, it is a matter-of-fact reality in the runoff election , said University of
Houston Political Science Professor Richard Murray.

"It's a subject candidates don't want to talk about publicly because they get accused of racially divisive
campaigning by editorial writers and the like," Murray said. "But in the field, where the races are won,
you use what you have to use to win an election ."

In a race between the city's first black mayor and a Cuban-American immigrant who would be its first
Hispanic mayor, the racial overtones are simmering.

The Sanchez campaign complained last week when the Brown campaign posted signs with pictures of
Sanchez and the phrase "anti-Hispanic." The sign was ridiculous, Sanchez said, because he is Hispanic.

Brown, meanwhile, has accused Sanchez of trying to scare black voters from the polls by recruiting and
instructing poll watchers to go to heavily Democratic neighborhoods. He complained after a Sanchez
campaign worker said at a meeting of Harris County Republicans that Brown might try to steal the
election by bringing in homeless people and other unregistered voters.

Claiming such tactics might intimidate minority voters, Texas Democratic Party Chairwoman Molly
Beth Malcolm sent Assistant U.S. Attorney General Ralph F. Boyd Jr. a letter Monday asking that his
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