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Results of a recent nationwide study of community movements
indicate important areas of convergence in terms of tools, values, and
practices. The coordinators of the study summarize some of its find-
ings and highlight the emergence of a new phase in the development
of the civic sector.
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One of the foremost practitioners in the healthy community
movement in the United States reflects on facets of the emergent
communities movement and identifies some of the principles and
practices that can serve as the foundation for future developments.
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The associate director of Jacksonville Community Council, Inc., in
Florida presents a comprehensive assessment of the challenges and
choices confronting community improvement projects.
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Using research indicating that well-timed and well-targeted social
investments produce significant positive returns, the Human Services
Planning Alliance in Des Moines has developed a new model for
human service delivery.
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Interest in indicators is on the rise. This article offers a context for
assessing the history of their use and presents lessons learned, as well
as evaluation of current examples of community indicator projects.
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Local-level action by nongovernmental actors is increasingly impor-
tant in realizing national policy goals. Increased coordination and
communication and better integration of responsibilities among local
community programs and state and federal agencies are required to
make these collaborative efforts successful.
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Community-based research movements are broadening the research
agenda as citizen activists participate in generating information to
guide decision making in the areas where they live.
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A leading member of the sustainable community movement offers a
perspective on the development of a communities movement.
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The reinventing government movement and the new public manage-
ment have been among the most prominent perspectives in the ongo-
ing debate over the changing role of government. The authors
underscore the importance of democratic values and herald the sig-
nificance of the new public service.




